
Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

September 30, 2019 - - ANNOUNCEMENT - Closing of Sterigenics in Willowbrook, IL

Willowbrook Mayor Frank Trilla announced today that the Sterigenics ethylene oxide facility will no
longer be operating in the Village of Willowbrook. For a copy of the Mayor's press release, please
visit the Village of Willowbrook webpage dedicated to the Sterigenics or use this direct link. Gower
School District is pleased that a long-term and satisfactory resolution has been found.  As stated by
school district officials in August, 2018, "This situation is a multi-faceted, community-wide issue and
will likely require a multi-faceted, community-wide response before it is fully resolved. It is also a stark
reminder of how much we depend on local, state, and federal agencies to provide basic services, to
keep the public interest at the core of their actions, and if nothing else, to simply do no harm." - It has
been made clear today that our community-wide response was an effective one.  We appreciate the
efforts of all involved in helping us ensure that our school environment continues to be a safe one.

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

September 25, 2019 - - Written Statement to the IL House Energy and Environment Committee
- Public Notice and Correspondence to the Board of Education

To download a copy of the written statement submitted to the IL House Energy and Environment
Committee click the following link:

Letter to House Energy and Environment Committee Chair - 9-25-19

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

September 24, 2019 - - An Ongoing Effort

Gower School Community members are strongly encouraged to review the materials posted on the
Village of Willowbrook webpage dedicated to the Sterigenics issue as well as the IL EPA website and
US EPA website; each dedicated to providing up to date materials related to this issue.

In terms of Gower School District's ongoing efforts, it is important to note that local area school
districts have expressed their support of our efforts in helping bring a satisfactory resolution to this
matter. This pledge of support is captured in the 'Sterigenics Update' news post on the Community
Consolidated School District 181 website and can be viewed using this link. In addition, High School
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District 86 has a dedicated webpage to bring further attention to this issue and can be viewed using
this link.

The Superintendent of Gower School filed a witness slip for the Illinois House of Representatives
Energy and Environment Committee to consider at their next hearing scheduled for October 10, 2019.
More information about this committee can be found by using this link. It is expected that HB3885 and
HB3888 will be considered as part of this hearing. The witness slip was filed as a proponent of both
proposed pieces of legislation and will include written testimony for the Committee to consider.
Written testimony is expected in the form of the public correspondence related to this matter and
dated July 22, 2019, November, 20, 2018, September 25, 2018, along with excerpts from official
district communications published via www.gower62.com. These excerpts, along with the written
public correspondences, date back to August, 2018 and will be respectfully submitted to the
Committee ahead of their scheduled meeting as required in an effort to demonstrate the context in
which this issue has played out in our school community.
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July 22, 2019 - - Letter to Mayor Trilla, Public Statement and Correspondence to the Board of
Education

Mayor Trilla, it has been nearly a year since the ATSDR report was made available to our community.
On behalf of Gower School District, I thank you for making that document available for immediate
public review as it allowed this important information to be shared quickly through our school
communication efforts. Before that time, discussions about Sterigenics or ethylene oxide were not
common in the Gower School Community. That has certainly changed.

I have been directly involved in this matter since publishing our initial post on Aug. 26, 2018 and,
along with many others, played a role in bringing the appropriate attention to this serious issue and
raising our voice and our concern in formal and informal spaces to help collectively nudge us closer to
a resolution. As stated in our earlier communications, and as memorialized in the official
correspondence memos issued to our Board of Education on Sept 25, 2018 and again on Nov 20,
2018, “Gower School District officials will remain engaged in this situation until satisfied with the
efforts made and the actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe learning
environment in our community.” That commitment remains today.

It was also stated, more than two months prior to the Seal Order issued by the IL EPA in Feb. 2019,
that “It has become clear to Gower 62 District Officials that a ‘do no further harm’ approach is now
required.” I have read the proposed Consent Order and, despite being a step in the right direction in
terms of calling for a significant reduction in ethylene oxide emissions and adding the most stringent
controls in the nation, I do not believe it meets the standard of ‘do no further harm’ that our
community has come to expect.
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I understand that potential loopholes and ongoing litigation may complicate the Seal Order decision
and other options available for a long-term solution including the proposed Consent Order. However,
from my vantage point, it appears that the most recent efforts to move this issue closer to a resolution
has become more about finding a way to fit a square peg into a round hole rather than making the
best decision for a community left with little to no trust or confidence when it comes to the
establishment of new requirements expected to fall within ‘safe levels’ of ethylene oxide emissions
and associated cancer risks. In fact, I am not certain as to whether the proposed Consent Order can
meet the same standards of safety, performance, accountability, immediacy, and transparency that
Gower and other area schools are held to - and when it comes to protecting our most basic
resources; especially in a community environment built like ours - any level of doubt is unacceptable.

Perhaps the question that needs to be asked, at the highest level of the decision making tree - be that
in a courtroom or elsewhere - is whether or not the negative impact that this issue has had and
continues to have on our community is enough to decide if operations such as these belong here at
all.

Respectfully,

Victor Simon III

For full report please click here: Letter to Mayor - July 2019
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May 15, 2019 – – Notice for May 20 Webinar and May 29 U.S. EPA Open House and Community
Meeting on Ethylene Oxide

The U.S. EPA will host an open house and community meeting to provide updates on the agency’s
work to better understand air emissions of ethylene oxide from the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook,
Illinois. Both will be held Wednesday, May 29, 2019 at the Marriott Chicago Southwest at Burr Ridge,
1200 Burr Ridge Parkway, Burr Ridge, Illinois, 60527.

U.S. EPA Webinar on Air Toxics Risk Assessment

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will hold an Air Toxics Risk Assessment 101
webinar at 4 p.m. Central daylight time, Monday, May 20, 2019, to provide information about how the
Agency assesses risk from air toxic pollutants in the outdoor air. EPA is holding the webinar to
provide residents of the Willowbrook, Illinois area basic information on risk assessments in advance
of the release of the Agency’s assessment of risk from the Sterigenics Willowbrook facility later this
month. EPA will present results of the Sterigenics risk assessment at a public meeting May 29, 2019.
Instructions for attending the webinar can be found by using this link:
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-updates
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Open House: 2 to 5 p.m. Central time.

The May 29th open house will provide an opportunity for individuals to talk one-on-one with staff from
U.S. EPA and other agencies, along with representatives of community organizations about their
concerns related to ethylene oxide.

May 29th Community Meeting: 6 to 9:30 p.m. Central time.

The May 29th community meeting will feature a series of presentations from federal and state
agencies that have been examining issues related to ethylene oxide from the Sterigenics facility. Staff
from U.S. EPA and other agencies will provide updates on their work. A citizen panel will ask
questions related to the agencies’ reports that are most important to the community.

The meeting will be videoed and live streamed on Facebook (link to be added to U.S. EPA site).
Already know your questions? Submit them now for the citizen panel to ask during the meeting If you
already have questions, you can use the form here to submit them until COB on Monday, May 20,
2019. You also will have the opportunity to submit questions at the open house and during the forum.
U.S. EPA also plans to host a webinar shortly after the community meeting to provide an opportunity
for asking follow-up questions. Please submit advance questions for the meeting by COB on Monday,
May 20. For more information, please visit https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

May 2, 2019 – – The E.P.A. has posted additional air quality samples taken in March 2019 along
with informational webinars to their website

● For information on the most recent outdoor air monitoring data in the Willowbrook Community
please visit this link or use the following website:
https://www.epa.gov/il/outdoor-air-monitoring-data-willowbrook-community

● The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency held a webinar on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 to
review Techniques and Skills for Providing Effective Input in the EPA Rulemaking Process.
Slides from the April 24th webinar are available here.

● The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency held a webinar on Wednesday, April 26, 2019 to
review the final set of ethylene oxide air monitoring data in the Willowbrook, IL.  Slides from the
April 26th webinar are available here.

● As information related to the expected EPA Community Meeting to be held on May 29th is
shared with school district officials in final form, it will be shared with the Gower Community
accordingly.
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March 29, 2019 – – The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) Releases Cancer
Assessment for Area Surrounding Sterigenics Facility

The IDPH published its findings on their website today which can be found at
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/news/idph-releases-cancer-assessment-area-surrounding-sterigenics-facili
ty-0 or by using this direct link.  According to the report "In an initial study to determine if there are
increased cancer cases in the area surrounding the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook, the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) found that some cancers were elevated. The study also found
differences and inconsistencies between genders, across the study areas, and among types of
cancer. This study was the first of its kind in the country, and scientists recommend further research in
Illinois and at the national level to determine the risks associated with ethylene oxide"

The Willowbrook Cancer Incidence Assessment can be found on the IDPH at
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/publications/sterigenicswillowbrookcancer-investigation-fi
nal.pdf , along with Frequently Asked Questions
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/publications/faq-sterigencis.pdf . IDPH plans to schedule
a webinar with community members to review these findings and information will be shared once it is
made available.

Individuals with questions can contact the IDPH Division of Epidemiologic Studies at
ethyleneoxide-cancer@illinois.gov.

As previously stated, Gower School District administrators will remain fully engaged with this issue
until satisfied with the end results.

Note: To avoid any confusion in terms of how Gower School District has described the Seal Order
issued by the IL EPA on Feb 15, 2019 in any of its previous communications, the Seal Order calls
specifically for the seal of "all storage containers of ethylene oxide" at the Sterigenics facility in
Willowbrook.  The Seal Order also states, "Said property shall remain sealed until such time as this
seal order has been rescinded by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency." The Seal Order can
be viewed/downloaded using this direct link.

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

March 21, 2019 – – The E.P.A. has posted additional air quality samples taken in February 2019
with a number of dates after the Seal Order was enacted at Sterigenics

The EPA has posted results for 7 additional days of air quality monitoring in Willowbrook: February
14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 26. The EPA has posted all recent data at the following website -
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update#3212019. The latest data set
brings the total number of days of monitoring to 38. The new EPA data continues to illustrate what we
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already know - The readings, on average, are highest near the Sterigenics facility, decrease with
distance from the facility, and follow area wind patterns. The most recent data also provides evidence
of lower concentrations of EtO after the Seal Order was enacted on February 15th. School
district officials remain engaged with this issue and expect the EPA to host another Community
Information session on May 30th.  We will provide more information regrading this forum as well as
any information received related to the IL Department of Public Health study expected this spring.

Keep in mind, the IL-EPA executed a Seal Order on February 15, 2019 to effectively close the
Sterigenics Facility until 'measures are in place to prevent emissions that contribute to ambient levels
of ethylene oxide'. It is important to note that the most recent EPA data was collected prior to the Seal
Order. The Village of Willowbrook website (direct link) continues to be an excellent source of original
materials related to this issue.

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

March 7, 2019 – – The E.P.A. has posted additional air quality samples taken in January and
February 2019

The EPA has posted results for 8 additional days of air quality monitoring in Willowbrook: January 22,
24, 27 and February 1, 2, 5, 8, 11. The EPA has posted all recent data at the following website -
https://www.epa.gov/il/outdoor-air-monitoring-data-willowbrook-community. The EPA plans to use the
entire data set as part of a full assessment of risk from ethylene oxide in Willowbrook; expected to be
completed by Spring 2019 and have a target set for the month of May.  The following website can be
used to review the most recent EPA updates:
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update. The new EPA data illustrates
what we already know - The readings, on average, are highest near the Sterigenics facility, decrease
with distance from the facility, and follow area wind patterns. The recent data brings the total number
of days monitored to 31 and demonstrate the need for consistent attention to this matter from our
regulatory, public health and legislative agencies. School district officials remain engaged with this
issue and expect the EPA to host another Community Information session when their full risk
assessment is complete.

Keep in mind, the IL-EPA executed a Seal Order on February 15, 2019 to effectively close the
Sterigenics Facility until 'measures are in place to prevent emissions that contribute to ambient levels
of ethylene oxide'. It is important to note that the most recent EPA data was collected prior to the Seal
Order. The Village of Willowbrook website (direct link) continues to be an excellent source of original
materials related to this issue.

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

http://www.willowbrookil.org/DocumentCenter/View/1542
http://www.willowbrookil.org/index.aspx?nid=308
https://www.epa.gov/il/outdoor-air-monitoring-data-willowbrook-community
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update
http://www.willowbrookil.org/DocumentCenter/View/1542
http://www.willowbrookil.org/index.aspx?nid=308


February 21, 2019 – – The E.P.A. has posted additional air quality samples taken in January
2019

The EPA has posted results for 7 additional days of air quality monitoring in Willowbrook: January 2,
3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 17 (summary report). The EPA plans to use the entire data set as part of a full
assessment of risk from ethylene oxide in Willowbrook; expected to be completed by Spring 2019.
The following link can be used to review the most recent EPA updates:
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update. The new EPA data only confirms
the need for the recent action taken to move closer to resolving this issue.

The Village of Willowbrook has also updated their website (direct link) which is an excellent source of
original materials related to this issue including a statement regrading the recent court upholding of
the Seal Order. As announced last week, the IL-EPA executed a Seal Order to effectively close the
Sterigenics Facility until 'measures are in place to prevent emissions that contribute to ambient levels
of ethylene oxide'.  Although it appears that the appropriate regulatory and legislative bodies are more
actively engaged, it is important to note that Gower School District administrators will remain fully
engaged with this issue until satisfied with the end results.

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

February 15, 2019 – – The Village of Willowbrook has posted new air quality samples taken in
early February 2019 and regulatory agencies are taking notice.

With these most recent results, the level of concern regarding ethylene oxide and Sterigenics, has
clearly been increased. Based on the full data set made available on the Willowbrook website at
www.willowbrookil.org:

● At Gower West, ethylene oxide concentrations collected in outdoor air on campus reported at
3.10 micrograms per cubic meter

● At Gower Middle, ethylene oxide concentrations collected in outdoor air on campus reported at
6.12 micrograms per cubic meter

● In contrast, samples collected by the EPA closest to the Sterigenics site indicated ethylene
oxide concentrations that ranged from 0.27 to 216 micrograms per cubic meter

A direct link to the report is provided here.

As I stated in the Dec 12th posting, "It has become clear to Gower 62 District Officials that a ‘do no
further harm’ approach is now required until we can gain more clarity as a community.  Whether
such an approach requires an immediate stop to further production from Sterigenics is a
decision that will take place beyond the schoolhouse, but it is our expectation that local, state, and
federal elected officials will take the necessary action to ensure that our most basic resources are
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kept safe. It is time for those agencies to utilize the powers granted to them – in emergency
fashion or otherwise – to take swift and decisive action."

This quote is even more important today given the most recent data released. This data suggests that
'further harm' continues and simply put, that must end now. We are grateful for the efforts of the
Village of Willowbrook and their Task Force for taking the extra step to keep both of our school
campuses in their air testing/monitoring initiative. When so many others have been waiting to act or
reviewing options, it has been our closest neighbors and elected officials - our Community - that has
stepped up to help us move closer to a resolution.

With respect and continued concern,

Victor Simon,

Superintendent of Schools

Important Update: Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility

February 5, 2019 – – The E.P.A. has posted air quality samples taken in late November and
December 2018

EPA has posted results for 12 days of air quality monitoring in Willowbrook: November 25 and 28,
and December 1, 6, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 26 and 28. The EPA plans to use all the data as part of a
full assessment of risk from ethylene oxide in Willowbrook, which is expected to be completed by
Spring 2019.  The following link can be used to review the most recent data:
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update

With these results, seven weeks of data are now available. Based on the full data set to date, the
EPA notes:

● At Gower West, ethylene oxide concentrations collected in outdoor air on campus ranged from
0.133 to 0.732 micrograms per cubic meter

● At Gower Middle, ethylene oxide concentrations collected in outdoor air on campus ranged
from 0.112 to 0.656 micrograms per cubic meter

● In contrast, samples collected by the EPA closest to the Sterigenics site indicated ethylene
oxide concentrations that ranged from 0.269 to 11.7 micrograms per cubic meter

● The EPA plans to use all the data as part of a full assessment of risk from ethylene oxide in
Willowbrook, which we expect to complete by Spring 2019.

● The EPA expects to post data from several January sampling days soon.

I participated in a webinar and conference call earlier this afternoon that was hosted by the EPA in
coordination with the release of this data.  It is my understanding that the entire webinar will be

https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update


posted online at the website shared above in the coming days. I posted two questions on behalf of
Gower School District during this call which are also expected to be posted online by the EPA:

Question 1 of 2: Does the EPA plan to pursue an inquiry to establish a 'background' data in
areas that are  not expected to be impacted by Sterigenics? I believe it would be helpful to
have more information in a case such as this as opposed to less.  A sense of what
concentration may exist in the 'background' in areas not thought to be linked to Sterigenics
would seem to be an appropriate next step.   If the long-term expectation is a concentration
below the EPA's 'acceptable risk range', which is currently not able to be measured through
existing testing equipment,  then it seems reasonable to determine where ‘we’ are in the most
collective sense of ‘we’. Here is a link to the work done in CO that included 'background'
locations from 2.8 to 7.2 miles from the Terumo BCT site:
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ethylene-oxide

Question 2 of 2: How has the EPA (federal or state level) collaborated with/supported the
ILEPA and/or the ILDPH to help determine/articulate 'next steps', remediation protocols,
standards for reporting and or required mitigation, etc. I fully understand and can appreciate
that the scientific community is learning more about EtO and the dangers linked to this
chemical. However, as a public official advocating for the safety and well being of our
community, it is critical that a more immediate response is carried out by officials responsible
for this work. Such protocols exist for lead testing in drinking water including reporting
thresholds, actions steps for remediation, etc. The same is to be expected for EtO.

Of course there are more questions and concerns that must be addressed and I want to see them
addressed as urgently as many of you do.  However, there is a reality in terms of limitations to 'what
we know and are able to do'.  This phrase is underlined because it is one that Educators understand
very well. In fact, we hold ourselves accountable to measuring what our students know and are able
to do as they matriculate from pre-school through 8th grade graduation.  What we know now in terms
of ethylene oxide, and have known for some time as a direct result of our demand for data to be
collected from our school campuses, is that the levels of this chemical measured at Gower West and
Gower Middle are above the recently updated 'acceptable risk range' as reported by the EPA.  I can't
imagine that anybody wants for this to be the case, but it is.  So what are we able to do?  Therein lies
the question.

If this was lead in drinking water, I have an answer for you as well as an action plan. Asbestos in or
under our floor tile or in building materials; again, we have a specific action plan in place.  A blizzard,
a heat wave, mold, H1N1 virus, bird-flu, lice, an intruder, an overdose, a concussion, a missing child,
a loss of life?  Yes, we have clear and direct actions plans in place for all of these issues and others -
and we should.  Is there another building containing more valuable resources or precious cargo in a
given community, than a school? I'll wait...  But when it comes to this matter, we are aware of our
limitations and have been actively and regularly calling for answers and action from those we would
expect to have them and be able to. And our efforts have not gone unnoticed. We will continue to
participate in testing in coordination with the EPA and with the Village of Willowbrook and will work
with other local officials, elected or otherwise, to bring a resolution to this matter.  Our efforts since
August haven't wavered.

https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ethylene-oxide


As I stated in the Dec 12th posting, "It has become clear to Gower 62 District Officials that a ‘do no
further harm’ approach is now required until we can gain more clarity as a community.  Whether such
an approach requires an immediate stop to further production from Sterigenics is a decision that will
take place beyond the schoolhouse, but it is our expectation that local, state, and federal elected
officials will take the necessary action to ensure that our most basic resources are kept safe."  And as
I stated in the August 31, 2018 web-posting, "Gower and other area schools are held to high
expectations and work hard to exceed them. Schools are expected to operate according to the
highest standards of safety, performance, accountability, immediacy, and transparency and we expect
nothing less from each of the agencies involved in this issue.  It is time for those agencies to utilize
the powers granted to them – in emergency fashion or otherwise – to take swift and decisive action."

These quotes still stand today and it is important to be clear that Gower School District will remain
fully engaged until satisfied with the end results.

With respect and continued concern,

Victor Simon,

Superintendent of Schools

December 12, 2018 - - The Village of Willowbrook Task Force Releases Ethylene
Oxide Air Monitoring Report and Calls for Action

The Village of Willowbrook posted the Ethylene Oxide Air Monitoring Report on their website today
and has also called for the immediate shut down of the Sterigenics facility until further information can
be gathered.  Please visit the village website at www.willowbrook.il.org or use this direct link to read
the report.

In summary, Ethylene Oxide was detected in each of the 34 testing locations throughout the
community, including the 5 locations at Gower West and the 5 locations at Gower Middle.  The
readings in our schools (ranging from <0.07μg/m³ - 0.49μg/m³) are significantly less than the
'Reasonable Maximum Exposure' (RME) concentration of 2.1μg/m³ used in the August 21, 2018
Health Consultation Letter issued by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
to support the claim of an increased cancer risk compared to the lifetime background risk of an
average American and far below the California EPA Reference Exposure Level of 30 μg/m³.
However, it is unclear whether such concentrations require school district officials to take immediate
remediation and/or emergency action steps provided that the ATSDR has also shared comparison
values for various levels of exposure that range from 0.00021μg/m³ to 160 μg/m³.

This issue is further complicated by other potential sources of ethylene oxide as detailed in the recent
report posted. In addition, there is no guidance currently available from the EPA, ATSDR, or IL
Department of Public Health in terms of what steps can or should be taken in a scenario such as
ours.  In the absence of such information, it has become clear to Gower 62 District Officials that a 'do
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no further harm' approach is now required until we can gain more clarity as a community.  Whether
such an approach requires an immediate stop to further production from Sterigenics is a decision that
will take place beyond the schoolhouse, but it is our expectation that local, state, and federal elected
officials will take the necessary action to ensure that our most basic resources are kept safe.

As stated in the August 31, 2018 web-posting, Gower and other area schools are held to high
expectations and work hard to exceed them. Schools are expected to operate according to the
highest standards of safety, performance, accountability, immediacy, and transparency and we expect
nothing less from each of the agencies involved in this issue.  It is time for those agencies to utilize
the powers granted to them - in emergency fashion or otherwise - to take swift and decisive action.
Gower School District appreciates the ongoing efforts of Mayor Trilla and the Village of Willowbrook
and recognizes that the most recent information provided has been made possible through
collaboration and a dedication to the community.

Again, Gower School District will remain engaged until satisfied with the end results.

With respect and continued concern,

Victor Simon,

Superintendent of Schools

December 7, 2018 - - EPA posts initial 3 days of ambient monitoring around
Sterigenics Willowbrook facility

The U.S. EPA has posted results for three days of air quality monitoring around the Sterigenics Willowbrook
(November 13, 16 and 19, 2018). Information about the results, including a link to the interactive map and a
link to FAQs about the results, is available at this link:
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update. It is important to recognize that the EPA is
expected to continue to post updates related to the issue at this website directly.  Gower School District
Officials will continue to provide updates as they are made available and encourage members of our
community to visit the EPA website for the most direct and updated information.  In summary:

● EPA Monitors detected ethylene oxide in the air at the two sites closest to the Sterigenics facility.
● EPA Monitors did not detect ethylene oxide at the six community-oriented sites -- including those at

schools and in residential areas.
● EPA plans to continue monitoring in the Willowbrook area for three months and will continue to post

data as it becomes available.
● EPA will conduct a full assessment of risk from ethylene oxide in Willowbrook, which is expected to be

completed by Spring 2019.
● Although it may be premature to draw conclusions related to the most recent data posted by the EPA,

District Officials will re-route buses, using Willowbrook Center Parkway exclusively, to bypass the area
at which ethylene oxide has been detected effective immediately. As the current information does not
support a claim of an immediate health risk, this decision is being made out of an abundance of caution
as the EPA continues its monitoring of the area and can carry out a full risk assessment.

https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update


November 20, 2018 - - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence - - Use this
link to view/download correspondence directly

TO: Board of Education, Gower School District 62; All Certified and Non-Certified Staff

FROM: Dr. Victor Simon, Superintendent of Schools, vsimon@gower62.com

RE: Sterigenics-Ethylene Oxide Issue - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence

DATE: Nov. 20, 2018

Background: The Gower 62 website can be found at www.gower62.com and is used as a valuable source of
information related to our school community.  In addition to this form of communication, Gower utilizes
mass-email and robo-call lists for contacts in our student information system.  The annual registration process
allows parents and legal guardians to opt in to our direct email outreach and communication efforts. More
information regarding our communication strategy, can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook (pp. 9-10).

As reported during the Sept. 25, 2018 Board meeting, Gower School District administrators have been directly
engaged in the Sterigenics/ethylene oxide issue since it was made public. Beginning with the Community
Notice posted on our website on Sunday, August 26, 2018, Gower officials have provided updates to increase
awareness and have served as a source of information and guidance to our colleagues in Burr Ridge, Cass,
Darien, Hinsdale, LaGrange, Oak Brook, Pleasantdale, Westmont, Western Springs, and a number of other
area school districts. Our level of engagement has not been limited to providing updates. Gower officials have
strongly advocated for testing and monitoring that meet the same standards of safety, transparency,
accountability, and urgency that public schools are held to. Gower officials have also participated in weekly
conference calls since they were put into place by the E.P.A. on Oct. 18, 2018 to connect E.P.A., state and
local officials across the area as well as representatives of the social media and community-based Stop
Sterigenics group to determine a course of action for moving forward.

Our voice on these calls has not been idle, nor has it grown quiet as this issue has lingered. From providing
direct input to plans for an upcoming E.P.A./Community Meeting to ensuring that both of our school campuses
were included in Willowbrook Task Force testing and E.P.A. monitoring, we have pushed hard for the interests
of our community. In my role as Superintendent of Schools, I have a strong preference for ‘well done’ over ‘well
said’. And to that point, I am pleased to report that due to our efforts, both of our school campuses were
included in the Willowbrook Task Force testing conducted on Nov. 16-17 which is expected to provide some
clarity in the coming weeks. More information regarding this testing can be found on the Willowbrook website
at www.willowbrookil.org or by using this direct link. In addition, both of our school campuses are included in
the E.P.A. outdoor air monitoring which is underway. More information regarding this monitoring will be shared
on the Sterigenics Willowbrook Facility page on the E.P.A. website (www.epa.gov/il) as it is made available.
The E.P.A. has also established a direct email (EtO@epa.gov) for anyone interested in submitting questions or
concerns and plans to host a Community Open House (3-6 pm) and Forum (7-9 pm) on Nov. 29th at Ashton
Place in Willowbrook. More information regarding this Open House/Forum can also be found at the E.P.A.
website or by using this direct link.

As stated in the September 25th update, as educators, we are charged with the world’s most precious and
valuable resources - our children.  We do not take that responsibility lightly and will remain engaged in this

http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sterigenics-Ethylene-Oxide-District-Update-11-20-18-Correspondence-to-Board.pdf
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sterigenics-Ethylene-Oxide-District-Update-11-20-18-Correspondence-to-Board.pdf
http://www.gower62.com
http://www.willowbrookil.org
http://www.willowbrookil.org/civicalerts.aspx?AID=395
http://www.epa.gov/il
https://www.epa.gov/il/sterigenics-willowbrook-facility-latest-update


situation until satisfied with a resolution that ensures a safe learning environment in our schools. Updates will
continue to be provided as information becomes available and I encourage you to contact me with any
questions or concerns.

With continued attention and concern,

Victor Simon III

Superintendent of Schools

Enc: Weblink to Sept. 25, 2018 Correspondence and Update (http://gower62.com/district/)

Direct Links to Village Websites w/ Related Information Include: Burr Ridge, Darien, Hinsdale, Indian Head
Park, Willowbrook

September 25, 2018 - - - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence - - -  Use
this link to view/download correspondence directly

I have had the pleasure to serve as the Superintendent of Schools for Gower School District 62 since 2013.
Throughout my tenure, I have included the strength of our parent and community engagement among the
reasons for our continued success. Today is no different. As educators, we are charged with the world’s most
precious and valuable resource - our children. Given that massive responsibility, it is comforting to know that
when we post or send a message to parents, it is not only read but is typically acted on. I can tell you that we
do not take this level of parent engagement for granted. In fact, it is precisely the reason why we took
immediate action, beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 26th,  to post a Community Notice on our district
website related to the Sterigenics issue. It is clear that our series of updates helped, even if in some small part,
to bring more attention to this issue. But our action did not stop there. By attending the August 27th Village of
Willowbrook meeting and offering public comment for their official record, I believe the following was
accomplished on behalf of the school district:

1) We demonstrated an active level of concern and a commitment to be directly involved in this issue.

2) We delivered a clear message to Village officials that their commitment to providing clear and ongoing
communication was appreciated and was the expectation moving forward to keep our community informed.

3) We formally requested that area school campuses be included in any future/ongoing testing related to this
issue as recommended in the ATSDR report.

a) This request was reiterated in the Sept. 10th letter sent by High School District 86 to the ATSDR and IL-EPA
calling for expedited testing.

b) This request was approved for action during the Sept 24th Village Board meeting for our schools to be
included in the local Task Force response/testing in addition to the recommended EPA testing.

http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sterigenics-District-Response-Update-9-25-18-Correspondence-to-Board-4.pdf
http://gower62.com/district/
http://www.burr-ridge.gov/wp-content/uploads/sp-client-document-manager/3/2018-master-website-post-update-november-151.pdf
https://www.darien.il.us/News.aspx
http://www.villageofhinsdale.org/newsdetail_T48_R299.php
https://www.indianheadpark-il.gov/539/Sterigenics-Our-Community
https://www.indianheadpark-il.gov/539/Sterigenics-Our-Community
http://www.willowbrookil.org/index.aspx?NID=302
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sterigenics-District-Response-Update-9-25-18-Correspondence-to-Board-4.pdf
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sterigenics-District-Response-Update-9-25-18-Correspondence-to-Board-4.pdf


We have maintained regular attendance at Village meetings to ensure direct participation and direct access to
information being shared in an effort to keep our school community informed. We have also served as a
resource to a number of our neighboring districts and helped make them more aware of this issue. Gower may
be a relatively small school district, but I can assure you that our voice has been represented and
acknowledged since this issue emerged - much like that of the rest of our school community. We have taken
action and thousands of others in and around our community have as well. As stated in the updated
Community Notice posted on Aug. 31st , Gower School District officials will remain engaged in this situation
until satisfied with the efforts made and the actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe
learning environment in our community.

With respect and appreciation,

Victor Simon III

August 31, 2018 - E-Newsletter Sent 3:15 p.m. Statement Regarding Sterigenics
in Willowbrook, IL

As stated in the Community Update on August 28, 2018, Gower School District officials have been
actively engaged in the situation related to Sterigenics, Inc., located 7775 S. Quincy St., Willowbrook,
IL 60527.  We were present at the regularly scheduled Willowbrook Village Board Meeting held on
Aug. 27th to represent the interests of the Gower Community.  We made it clear at this Board
Meeting, through public record, that Gower School District expects each of our school campuses to
be included in any future ambient air testing and for the results to be made public.

We were also present at the Public Forum held on Aug. 29th to listen to every comment, every
question, and every answer delivered as a direct effort to better understand the situation and position
ourselves to make informed decisions. We have maintained contact with Willowbrook village officials
throughout this situation and are pleased with their commitment to providing direct and ongoing
communication through their website.

It has been made clear to the Mayor and other locally elected officials that Gower and other area
schools are held to high expectations and work hard to exceed them. Schools are expected to
operate according to the highest standards of safety, performance, accountability, immediacy, and
transparency and we expect nothing less from each of the agencies involved in this issue.  Gower
School District officials will remain engaged in this situation until satisfied with the efforts made and
actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe learning learning environment in our
community.

In addition, Gower School District officials have maintained regular and ongoing communication with
other area school district officials to ensure that we are taking the necessary steps to protect and
advocate for our children in the most productive way and will continue to do so.  We all understand
that safety for our students is the top priority and the area school district partnership demonstrates a
clear commitment to ensure a safe learning environment across all of our schools.



Mayor Trilla and other elected officials have heard our concerns and have shown a willingness to take
action. The most recent letter requesting that Sterigenics 'cease operations until further testing can be
conducted regarding Ethylene Oxide' - posted on the Willowbrook website today - represents a
collaborative effort and a response that only comes from the type of community that places public
interest above all others.

This situation is a multi-faceted, community-wide issue and will likely require a multi-faceted,
community-wide response before it is fully resolved. It is also a stark reminder of how much we
depend on local, state, and federal agencies to provide basic services, to keep the public interest at
the core of their actions, and if nothing else, to simply do no harm. Again, Gower School District will
remain engaged until satisfied with the end results.

It is important to note that the Village of Willowbrook is currently positioned as the best source of
information as all relevant federal and state agencies are in direct contact with the Mayor and his
team.  If you haven't visited the village website at www.willowbrook.il.org, you are encouraged to do
so in order to learn more about this situation and to sign up for updates directly from the Village.

With respect and continued concern,

Victor Simon,

Superintendent of Schools

August 28, 2018 - E-Newsletter Sent 1:20 p.m. -  Public Forum - Village of
Willowbrook

School district officials have been closely monitoring a situation related to the Sterigenics, Inc.,
located 7775 S. Quincy St., Willowbrook, IL 60527. The school district began updating the
www.gower62.com website early Sunday evening in an effort to share information from the Village of
Willowbrook with the Gower Community.  The Willowbrook website can be found at
www.willowbrook.il.org and includes a detailed report related to the emissions from the Sterigenics
facility. It was reported at the regularly scheduled Willowbrook Village Board Meeting held last night
(8/27) that the situation "is not an immediate threat to public health and is not considered to be an
emergency".  The full statement read at the meeting can be found here.

Gower School District Superintendent, Victor Simon, was in attendance at the village hall meeting to
request that any future ambient air testing and/or monitoring conducted by or for the Sterigenics
facility in Willowbrook include both Gower school district campuses and shared accordingly.  Dr.
Simon also thanked Mayor Trilla and his team for providing regular and updated communication
related to this issue.

The Village of Willowbrook is hosting a Public Forum related to this topic on Wednesday, August 29th
at 7:00 p.m. at Ashton Place located at 341 75th St., Willowbrook, IL 60527.

http://www.willowbrookil.org/
http://gower62.com/
http://www.willowbrookil.org/
http://www.willowbrookil.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=365


Updated Community Notice: August 27, 2018 5:50 pm The Village of Willowbrook, along
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), has planned a public forum for residents, those
who work in the village, and anyone interested to ask questions regarding the report from the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). The ATSDR is a division of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Present at the forum will be representatives from Sterigenics,
ATSDR, U.S. EPA, Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (a division of the U.S. EPA), Illinois
EPA and DuPage County Health Department.

In addition, U.S. Congressman Bill Foster, Illinois Representative Jim Durkin and Illinois State
Senator John Curran, along with Willowbrook Mayor Frank Trilla and the Village Trustees will be
present.

WHEN:          Wednesday, August 29, 2018, 7 P.M.

WHERE: Ashton Place, 341 75th St. Willowbrook, IL 60527

Please check the village website for updates www.willowbrookil.org.

Updated Community Notice: August 27, 2018 5:15 pm The Village of Willowbrook has
posted an updated statement on their website at www.willowbrookil.org which can be accessed by
using this link.  According to this statement, it has been determined that the emissions of ethylene
oxide from the Sterigenics International, Inc. facility in Willowbrook, IL are not an immediate threat to
public health and are not considered to be an emergency situation. The U.S. EPA has been working
with Illinois EPA and Sterigenics to reduce emissions of ethylene oxide from the company’s facility. In
July 2018, the company installed additional pollution controls to capture ethylene oxide emissions.
The U.S. EPA and Illinois EPA will monitor the effectiveness of the new equipment to determine
whether any other actions are needed to protect public health. School district administrators
appreciate the direct and ongoing communication and leadership of Mayor Frank Trilla and his team
related to this incident and are in regular contact with village officials to monitor the situation and
provide community updates accordingly.

Community Notice August 26, 2018 5:00 pm: A federal agency report recently posted on
the Village of Willowbrook website provides notification and detail of specific hazardous emissions
from Sterigenics International, Inc., located in the Willowbrook Municipal Complex.  Additional
information and updates can be found at www.willowbrookil.org. School district administrators will
continue to monitor this situation and share information with the Gower Community accordingly.

https://maps.google.com/?q=341+75th+St.+%0D%0A+Willowbrook,+IL+60527&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=341+75th+St.+%0D%0A+Willowbrook,+IL+60527&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.willowbrookil.org/
http://www.willowbrookil.org/
http://www.willowbrookil.org/civicalerts.aspx?AID=363
http://www.willowbrookil.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=360

