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The following questions and answers represent the most common questions asked by our parents, 
community members, and staff since the public launch of our Return to School Plan and July 16, 2020. We 
will continue to update the document as needed. The following two (2) FAQ documents have also been 
helpful in shaping and modifying our local plan and may also be useful for families to review. 

 
Illinois State Board of Education - FAQ: This document was initially published on June 25, 2020 and 
continues to be updated. The answers to the frequently asked questions represent that latest public health 
guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health and the practical implementation of the guidance 
in schools from the State Board of Education. As this document is updated, our local Return to School 
Plan will be updated accordingly.  
 
Illinois Department of Public Health - FAQ: This health-based FAQ document does not replace the Part 3 
Joint Transition Guidance. Rather, it seeks to support schools in knowing what to do if a student displays 
a COVID-19 related symptom or the school experiences a positive case. The FAQ also addresses many 
other health-related questions. This document was published on August 12, 2020 and provides guidance 
around a number of practical health-based areas including: Management of Ill Students and Staff, Contacts to 
Cases, Special Situations/Other Groups, Testing, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), School Closure, 
Communication and Reporting, Travel Restrictions, Cleaning and Disinfection. As this document is updated, 
our local Return to School Plan will be updated accordingly. 
 
Our local Teachers’ Union, the Gower Education Association (GEA) is represented by the Illinois 
Education Association (IEA). The IEA has also published an FAQ document of their own for local 
teacher associations, members, and for the general public to review.  
 
Additional Reference Material: (Updated: December 15, 2020) 
 

● IDPH COVID-19 Interim Exclusion Guidance 
● IDPH Public Health Guidance for PreK-12 Schools and Day Care Programs for addressing 

COVID-19 
● Adaptive Pause and Metrics: Interim School Guidance for Local Health Departments 
● IDPH Interim Guidance on Rapid Point-Of-Care Testing for COVID-19 in Community Settings 

and Schools 
● CDC Interim Guidance for Antigen Testing for SARS-CoV-2 
● CDC Guidance for Expanded Screening Testing to Reduce Silent Spread of SARS-CoV-2 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNQvBTDZJ0z11QPu8A4uUiND5hqneQZ_/view
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-Part-3-Transition-Guidance.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-School-FAQs.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://3pf92a428h7y2o2e1d3olqk2-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Return-to-Work-FAQ-IEA-Legal.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-School-Daycare-Best-Practices.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-School-Daycare-Best-Practices.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-Adaptive-Pause-Metrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-Rapid-POC-Test.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-Rapid-POC-Test.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/expanded-screening-testing.html


On-Site COVID-19 Testing 
Since building and launching our on-site testing program in October, Gower School District has worked to help 
other school districts bring various forms of testing solutions to their communities. The process used to bring about 
this program has been made public through a partnership with the Illinois Association of School Administrators in 
the form of a statewide webinar and follow-up podcast. Gower has gone a step further to completely deprivatize the 
practice used by sharing all documents, key learnings, and important takeaways and considerations on our Return to 
School webpage for public consumption.  

 
POC TESTING AND CLIA WAIVER 

IASA hosted a webinar with Gower 62 Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Victor Simon, on Monday, December 7th. 
Gower has had a full-day, full student body, in-person learning model in place since August 21st, and the district is 
currently utilizing COVID-19 point of care rapid antibody and point of care rapid antigen tests on-site that are 
carried out by district staff with some early success. The district has also deployed an at-home, saliva based 
(rRT-PCR) test kits, which are analyzed off-site. Participants received an email with materials and links referenced in 
the webinar. The Gower School District's Return to School webpage is another resource where these materials have 
been posted as a way to share with colleagues interested in developing an on-site testing program of their own. 
gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/ 

 
Follow-up to Webinar: COVID-19 Point of Care Testing 

This podcast (12/14/20) is a follow up to a webinar recorded with Dr. Victor Simon of Gower SD #62 on Point of 
Care Testing and CLIA Waiver process. In this episode, Dr. Simon is joined by Dr. Paul O'Malley, superintendent 
of Butler SD #53. Both districts are currently utilizing COVID-19 point of care rapid antibody and point of care 
rapid antigen tests on-site that are carried out by district staff with some early success. Hear from each 
superintendent about how the process has gone in their districts, what hurdles they have had to overcome, how 
much testing has cost and how their communities have responded.  

 

Testing Overview in Gower 
The Antibody Tests being used at Gower are rapid, point-of-care tests that are carried out by our trained healthcare 
professionals on-site for all of our staff that opt to take it. This type of test is generally used to detect a past 
COVID-19 infection and not used to diagnose a current infection. Although the knowledge base is still growing in 
terms of antibody protection against a future infection, having some sense of past infections can be useful. We are 
interested in offering this test to students that have previously been diagnosed with COVID-19 and have completed 
their period of isolation (post-infection).  
  
The Antigen Tests (CareStart and Abbott) being used in Gower are also rapid, point-of-care tests that are carried 
out by our trained healthcare professionals on-site for any symptomatic staff or student (via parent consent) that 
opt to take it. Parents that have selected a remote learning option are able to contact their respective school office 
and schedule a time for an antigen test to be administered. Additionally, antigen tests are available to our recent 
Gower graduates (high school and college students) as well as our local community first responders. These tests are 
also scheduled directly with our School Nurses and typically administered through an open window of the 
individuals vehicle. Antigen tests are best used shortly after the onset of symptoms and do have limitations 
involving asymptomatic cases. However, as an extra precaution, individuals (students or staff) identified as a close 
contact to a school case are also able to request an antigen test as we understand the importance of being able to 
identify positive cases quickly and follow subsequent IDPH Exclusion Guidelines. Furthermore, the recent CDC 
Guidance for Expanded Screening Testing to Reduce Silent Spread of SARS-CoV-2 are clear that K-12 school 
settings are to be considered for increased testing from a screening perspective that may include asymptomatic 
individuals in areas of high community transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 
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http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
https://vimeopro.com/user17826233/illinois-association-of-school-administrators/video/48861065
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
https://anchor.fm/iasa-podcast/episodes/Follow-up-to-Webinar-COVID-19-Point-of-Care-Testing-enqd43
https://anchor.fm/iasa-podcast/episodes/Follow-up-to-Webinar-COVID-19-Point-of-Care-Testing-enqd43
https://anchor.fm/iasa-podcast/episodes/Follow-up-to-Webinar-COVID-19-Point-of-Care-Testing-enqd43
https://vimeopro.com/user17826233/illinois-association-of-school-administrators/video/488610652
https://www.carolinachemistries.com/fastep-covid-19-igg-igm-antibody-rapid-test-device/
https://accessbiodiagnostics.net/carestart-covid-19-antigen/
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/fact-sheet-binaxnow-covid-19.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/expanded-screening-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/expanded-screening-testing.html


 
Finally, our third COVID-19 testing option is an at-home, saliva based kit that we have launched for diagnostic 
purposes and potentially for more widespread screening across our school community. This is the newest of our 
three tests and is being offered for members of the Gower Community (staff, students, parents/legal guardians). We 
are working with an off-site partner, Ambry Genetics, and using their test kit tailored to the identification of 
COVID-19 through the ‘gold standard’ of rRT-PCR analysis. 
  
As previously stated, “On-site testing is not the answer to everything, but I do believe it will be involved at a much 
greater scale in the coming months and am pleased to know that Gower School District has positioned itself to best 
serve our community. – We’re in This Together! - Dr. Victor Simon III, Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
Figure 1. Antigen Test Algorithm: Interim Guidance for Antigen Testing for SARS-CoV-2 
 

 
 
1. What is the Smart Start schedule? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
The Smart Start Schedule is to allow a ‘ramping up’ period prior to introducing the additional challenges 
associated with student lunch and a longer school day. This initial two week period of half-day in-person 
and half-day eLearning - a true hybrid approach to the start of the year - gives us an opportunity to determine 
if and when we are ready to go to a full day schedule. Being able to pause, assess, and address how things are 
working (or not working) before moving into full days of in-person instruction is important to our school 
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https://www.dnagenotek.com/US/support/collection-instructions/omnigene-oral/OM-505.html
https://www.ambrygen.com/
https://www.ambrygen.com/file/material/view/1359/Saliva%20Instructions.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html


community.  
 
2. What does the Smart Start Schedule look like? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The Gower Smart Start academic calendar begins with two weeks of hybrid (ED‘e’) days, where the first 
half of the day will be in person instruction and the second half of the day will be virtual instruction for all 
students. Fridays will also be virtual learning days for all students the first month of school. Students will login 
for half-day of virtual learning in the morning and teachers will participate in virtual planning for the 
afternoons. After the first two weeks of instruction, families will be notified as to whether or not the 
District is prepared to transition to five full-days of school a week. The Smart Start Schedule allows the 
District to decide whether it needs to extend the 1⁄2 day in-person instruction and 1⁄2 day remote learning 
school day to make sure students and teachers are safe.  
 
3. What data and/or metrics will be used to determine if ED‘e’  days (hybrid split days with e-learning 
in the morning and virtual learning in the afternoon) needs to be extended? (Updated: 9/2/2020)  
The District team is established criteria in partnership with our teachers and staff. It includes a combination of 
feedback collected from students, parents, teachers, and administrators gauging whether there is a collective sense 
of readiness and comfort with moving to the next level. Metrics such as students complying with masks, tolerating 
masks, adherence to physical spacing, arrival/dismissal procedures, etc. are being collected and analyzed at the 
grade level as well as at the school and district level. The Readiness Metrics developed locally will be used to help 
make the decision about the transition from ED‘e’ Days to Full Days of instruction with a scheduled student lunch 
included. This link can be used to view the Readiness Metrics that will be used. 
 
After the first seven (7) days of school, the average number of staff reporting that standards have been met or 
exceeded indicate a level of readiness to begin a shift towards a longer school day beginning September, 8, 2020.  
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Metric/Standard  7 Day Avg % 
Meet/Exceed  Metric/Standard  7 Day Avg % 

Meet/Exceed 

Staff Personal Adjustment  89%  3W Disruptions in Class  83% 
Staff Balancing Demands 
of Simultaneous 
Instruction (In-Person 
and Remote) 

61% 
Student Social Emotional 
Well-Being  94% 

Self-Certification Process  92%  Cleanliness/Ventilation  93% 
Hand Washing  85%  Student Academic 

Readiness   74% 

Mask Wearing  73%  Transition of Remote to In-Person Learning 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRR1PtW3KmQsd79-xpsHXV9TkaMVWhubYeURHTCzMutoklmQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
 
POSITIVE CASE 
4. If a student or teacher tests positive, will the whole class be remote for two weeks? (Updated: 
9/2/2020)  
Parents will be notified of a positive case of staff or students in accordance with IDPH Exclusion Guidance. 
Whether the class and/or school will go home is dependent upon the degree of close contact and any 
additional public health recommendations. Without violating student/teacher privacy, the school will 
communicate with individuals who may have been in close contact. If there is no close contact, which is a 
possibility, a general communication is still expected to go out to inform parents. Please note: Self-reporting is 
required, the school does NOT receive a list of positive individuals in our community. An operational 
definition of ‘Close Contact’ continues to be an individual who has been within 6 feet for more than 15 
minutes. It is important to point out that it is difficult to precisely define the duration of time that constitutes 
prolonged exposure. Brief interactions appear to be less likely to result in transmission; however, symptoms 
and the type of interaction (e.g., did the infected person cough directly into the face of the exposed individual) 
are important to consider in any potential case of contact. 
 
5. What happens if a student’s family member tests positive? (Updated: 9/2/2020)  
Similar to the situation where a student or teacher tests positive, the exact protocol is very much case 
dependent. All guidance will follow the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and Illinois State Board 
of Education (ISBE) recommendations. Generally speaking, a student or staff member who has close contact 
with someone outside of school who tested positive will be quarantined in accordance with IDPH Exclusion 
Guidance. Additionally, anyone in close contact with that student will be informed if the student tests positive 
or becomes a probable positive case (close contact with a known positive case and then develops COVID-like 
symptoms). This procedure will give families the ability to decide if they would be more comfortable 
temporarily transitioning to eLearning. 
 
6. If families travel to locations considered COVID-19 epicenters, how will Gower mitigate their 
return to the classroom? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
We will follow the guidance from the IDPH and ISBE. Currently, our region does not have self-quarantine 
requirements in place to potential epicenters, or ‘hot spots’. Travel alone does not result in a student moving to 
eLearning. A positive case, presentation of symptoms, or suspected close contact would result in a 
self-quarantine period currently defined as 14 days after last exposure. 10 things you can do to manage your 
COVID-19 symptoms at home 
 
SYMPTOMS 
7. How will parents submit daily symptom checks? (Updated: 8/6/2020)  
The District has designed a COVID-19 Symptom Free Self-Certification/Student Entry Card. A sample of this 
card can be found on our Return to School Plan webpage. Parents will be expected to check for COVID-19 
symptoms each day prior to sending their child to school and sign the Symptom Free Card if there are no 
symptoms present. The entry card is a simple, visible form for parents to sign and give to their child to allow entry 
to a bus (if provided) or to either of our school campuses. A special DAY 1 Entry Card will be sent home via the 
U.S. Mail prior to the start of school.  
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Physical Spacing - 
Classrooms  60%  Limit Transition of 

Remote Students to 
In-Person Setting to 
Need-Based Only or 1-2 
Students Only 

Need-based: 50% 

Physical Spacing - 
Common Areas  56%  1-2: 35% 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/10Things.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/10Things.pdf
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/


8. How many symptoms require a student to stay home? (Updated: 9/2/2020)  
We ask that parents use their best judgement in cases of multiple symptoms. For example, seasonal allergies often 
cause multiple symptoms. You know your child best. Seek advice from a medical provider with individual health 
related or symptom related questions. Also, review the IDPH Exclusion Guidance.  
 
9. What happens if a child starts to exhibit symptoms at school or is sent to school with symptoms? 
(Updated: 12/15/2020)  
We trust parents and want to let our community know that our staff will also be looking for symptoms as well. If 
a child seems ill, they will go to the Nurse’s office. We are adjusting the waiting area near the Nurse’s office to 
support physical spacing if needed. Students will not be allowed to return to class if exhibiting symptoms until a 
follow-up conversation can be made with the parent(s) for a more robust assessment. Our School Nurses are 
trained to administer rapid antigen tests and will contact the legal guardian of any visiting student that is 
experiencing COVID-19 like symptoms for the purpose of offering a diagnostic antigen test. 
 
10. If a child has a symptom and you want to keep them home as a precaution, can they participate in 
elearning that day? (Updated: 9/2/2020)  
Yes, parents who wish to keep their child home until symptoms subside, can do e-learning for the period in 
which they are out. Students and staff with any questionable symptoms are encouraged to take precautions and 
stay home until they are symptom-free. Parents are expected to call the school office and report that their 
In-Person learner will not be physically present for the day. This will help us better understand the reason for 
the decision to stay home and ensure that our symptom guidelines and exclusion protocol is being followed  
 
11. Will the school have additional subs on standby for teachers who are having symptoms? (Updated: 
7/31/2020) 
Yes, our goal is to have one or more substitute teachers directly on-hand. We are encouraging aides to get sub 
licenses and continue to post the job on our website. We encourage anyone willing to help out as a sub to 
consider the licensure requirements.   
 
ORIENTATION 
12. How will orientation be offered for Kindergarteners and new students at Gower West? (Updated: 
7/31/2020) 
Orientation for Kindergarteners and students who are new to Gower West is on August 13th. Information will go 
to parents soon, requiring a time slot sign-up.  
 
13. How will 5th Grade Orientation be handled? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Fifth Grade Orientation is on August 4th with small groups coming to GM. Information was shared with 5th grade 
families the week of July 27th.  
 
14. How will the pre-ordered school supplies be distributed? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
We are working with PTO to develop a plan for school supply distribution, possibly a drive-up for supplies. 
The idea of the Smart Start is to help ease in many of the typical routines of any given school year. We do not 
expect students to bring all of their supplies on Day 1. School communications will address the details. 
 
15. Do parents have to return their childrens’ Chromebook? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
No. Chromebooks do not have to be returned unless there is a need for a repair. Students learning at home can 
keep their Chromebook for remote learning this year.  
 
16. I have school items, textbooks, white boards, library books etc., at home. When should I return them? 
(Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Each school will announce when they are prepared to accept those items.  Please watch the principal's weekly 
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/licensure-requirements


eblast for more information. 
 
PRE-K 
17. When will PreK start? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
A PreK letter was sent to families on Friday, July 31. The first day of regular preschool is on Monday, August 31.  
 
18. Will PreK students have a teacher meet and greet? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
“Meet the teacher” is scheduled for the week of August 24th. Morning PreK students are invited to an orientation 
on Wednesday, August 26th. Afternoon PreK students are invited to an orientation on Thursday, August 27th. 
Links to sign-up for orientation times are included in the letters sent to families the week of Friday, July 31st.   
 
19. Will Pre-K have shortened days? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
For the first entire week, August 31 - September 4, each school day will be approximately half of our usual 
session.  The AM session will begin at 8:40 AM and will end at 10:10 AM . The PM session will begin at 10:40 
AM and will end at 12:10 PM. . When the District is prepared to transition to five full-days of school a week, AM 
session times will be 8:40 AM to 11:10 AM. PM session times will be 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM . 
 
20. What will the pre-K and Kindergarten classrooms look like to keep kids safe? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Pre-K classrooms will not look as they looked before. The school will remove as much of the furniture (soft 
furniture especially) to create larger learning spaces. Services such as speech, occupational therapy and physical 
therapy will continue to be integrated in the classroom and the Creative Curriculum will be followed. The 
structure of the day and how it is delivered may be modified to meet ISBE/IDPH guidelines.  
 
21. Will toys or snacks be shared in Pre-K classrooms? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
No. Pre-K toys, manipulatives and books will be individualized for students during sessions, set aside when a 
student has finished with them and cleaned and sanitized prior to the next session. Per the Preschool for All grant, 
the Creative Curriculum and structure must be followed. Pre-K will offer snacks. Snacks will be served outdoors, 
physically distanced, or when weather does not permit outside snacks, in the classroom with students at the snack 
table one at a time.  
 
 
 
 
IN-PERSON LEARNING  
 
22. Will there be Band, Music, and PE? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
GM: Yes, there will be specials, but they will look different. Equipment/supplies cannot be shared. Band will 
be held outside as much as possible. When the band meets inside, students will not play ‘blowing’ instruments 
indoors. Remote learners can still take part in band. 
 
GW: Art, music and PE will still take place.  

● PE will be outdoors as often as possible. On inclement weather days, PE will be in the classroom and the 
focus will be health and wellness.  

● Music will be outdoors as often as possible so singing can be part of the class. If weather does not permit, 
music will be in the classroom and the focus will be on music appreciation and reading music. Singing is not 
recommended indoors at this time.  

● Art will be in the classrooms. Individual supplies will be provided for students, no shared supplies or 
equipment.  

● Band will still be offered. Unfortunately, it will not include instrument selection at this time. Students will all 
receive a set of bells to begin their band experience. Wind and brass instruments will be introduced, if 
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possible, later in the year as playing ‘blowing’ instruments indoors is not recommended . If a child is a 
remote learner we will work out the details for beginner band.  

 
23. Will classrooms have air purifiers be put in each classroom? (Updated: 10/15/2020) 
At this time, each of our classrooms have been outfitted with individual air purifiers. Additionally, our air 
ventilation is being addressed District-wide through the upgrade of air filters, the increased exchange of fresh 
air through our internal settings, opening of windows to increase the fresh air intake, and an increase in filter 
changes. Air purifiers are not required but were added to our other mitigation controls in place. 
 
24. Will there be a cap on class size? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
There is not a specific cap on class size. We have removed all access furniture to maximize space in each of our 
classrooms and will continue to follow the guidelines from the Illinois State Board of Education and Illinois 
Department of Public Health regarding physical spacing along with other mitigation and transmission prevention 
activity (e.g. masks, small groups, increased disinfecting, plexiglass dividers when appropriate, etc.). 
 
25. Where will lunch be served? (Updated: 9/2/2020)   
GM: Students will each lunch in their advisory class. Advisory classes are 11-13 students per class. GM is 
continuing to explore options that may include classrooms as lunch sites for smaller groupings as well as larger, 
more common spaces, that can be utilized in accordance with the ISBE Part 3 Joint Transition Guidance.  
GW: Lunch will be held in the cafeteria and the gym with half of the grade level eating in the cafeteria and the other 
half of the grade level will eat in the gym. There will be three students at each lunch table. 
 
26. Can students have water bottles? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
GM: Yes, water bottles will be filled in classroom sinks. Water bottle filling stations will remain open. 
GW: Yes, water bottles will be filled in classroom sinks. 
 
27. Can students use the water fountains? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
No, all water fountains will be covered and turned off. Water bottle filling stations will remain open.  
 
 
 
 
 
28. Does mask removal during lunch constitute close contact? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
Not necessarily. We will be spreading kids out throughout the building while they eat to allow for as much physical 
spacing as possible (target for lunch: 6 feet). Current ISBE/IDPH guidelines do allow for students to eat lunch in 
their classrooms without wearing a mask. This is one of the reasons we have the Smart Start schedule in place. We 
want to be able to provide additional spacing, particularly when students remove masks to eat, and will use at least 
the first two weeks of school to determine our readiness to introduce a lunch period. 
 
29. What about removing masks in the bathroom? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The expectation is no. And this will be covered as part of our Smart Start classroom and school expectations. 
There are clear privacy issues involved here, but staff will be used with scheduled bathroom breaks at GW. 
Classroom bathrooms won’t be used. Individual use (with staff hall monitor) at GM.  
 
30. For larger classes, is there space to distance in the classroom, and if not, who is teaching the classes 
that may need to be broken into smaller sections? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
GM: Yes-there are spaces for larger classes. As we get the survey information, this will help us to know if any 
classes need to be relocated to a larger space.  
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GW: Yes, we are thinking about larger classes in larger spaces to accommodate distancing. However, GW has 
limited large spaces for classes. 
 

It is important to recognize that the current ISBE/IDPH guidance calls for as much physical spacing as possible. 
Our target is a minimum of 3 feet physical spacing in classroom settings although final layouts will include spacing 
beyond 4, 5 and in some cases 6 feet. The other mitigation steps (e.g. mask wearing, smaller groups, increased 
disinfecting). 
 
31. Will there be recess? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Yes, however, playground equipment will not be used at this time. Recess will be limited during the ED‘e’ Smart 
Start  period. Once we transition out of the ED‘e’ Smart Start  period, students will have lunch and recess each day 
and will be divided into four areas of our field and blacktop by class. Activities will be planned that allow proper 
distancing. We will focus on individual activities that do not use equipment, “personal best” activities, games such 
as Simon Says, etc.  
 
32. Will desks at the middle school be cleaned between classes? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Yes. Desks/chairs will be wiped down as part of a routine at the end of each class period using an EPA approved 
general, hospital-grade disinfectant (Morning Mist, #33). This will be a cooperative staff and student effort. A 
simple, spray bottle (teacher), paper towel wipe (student/teacher as-needed). Additionally, custodial staff will wipe 
down other ‘high touch’ general areas throughout the school day as well as the restrooms.  
 
33. Can I send my child to school with a bottle of hand sanitizer for his/her desk? (Updated: 
7/31/2020) 
Yes. Your child can bring hand sanitizer to school. We will have hand sanitizer available in all rooms in the 
school building as well. The district is also investigating options for safe mask storage (i.e. individual student 
lanyards) during approved times when students remove them (e.g. during lunch, outdoor recess/break).  
 
34.  Will students be able to use lockers? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
No. Students will be using a backpack/bookbag instead of lockers. 
 
35.  Will students be MAP tested this year?  (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Yes, we are planning to administer the Reading and Math MAP tests this fall. This summer, the company 
developed a plan for remote testing as well if needed for eLearning students. All Gower students will be 
MAP tested this fall in person or remote. 
36.  Will there be hot lunch? (Updated: 10/15/2020) 
Yes, there will be a limited menu (i.e. no snacks for sale at GM).  Students will have a cold bagged lunch 
option each day as well.  Lunches will be delivered to classrooms, gym, cafeteria.  Students that receive free 
and reduced lunch will still receive lunch. School websites are updated to share lunch menus. 
 
37.  What if a student cannot wear a mask due to a medical condition? (Updated: 8/6/2020)  
Once medically substantiated, the Gower staff will work with the parent to determine if accommodations 
such as a 504 plan built around the goal of wearing a mask, and/or a combination of a face shield, plexiglass 
divider, and increased physical spacing would be appropriate. If these accommodations do not work, the 
Gower team with the parent may decide that the remote, eLearning option is best for the student. The 
default position is for the student to wear a mask as directed and in accordance with public health guidance. 
Conditions such as mask-related anxiety and/or severe asthma may be better suited by the eLearning setting. 
The eLearning plan is based on ‘engagement’ and has the same social and emotional learning goals and 
expected outcomes as in-person learning.  
 
38.  What if a student can wear a mask and refuses to wear a mask? (Updated: 7/31/2020)  
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The student will be removed from the classroom setting if compliance is not achieved immediately after a 
reminder from a staff member. Gower staff/administration will contact the parent if refusal continues to 
determine the reason why the student is refusing to wear a mask and if compliance can be achieved. If 
refusal continues, the student may be sent home or another consequence may be issued for refusing to 
follow directions of a teacher/administrator, such as suspension. Furthermore, it may be determined that the 
remote, eLearning option is more appropriate for this student.  
 
39.  Will the Meet and Greet, Curriculum Nights, and Open Houses be in person or remote? 
(Updated: 7/31/2020)  
These events will take place remotely/virtually this year.  Additional details will be sent home from the 
school offices. 
 
E-LEARNING / REMOTE LEARNING  
40. Will there be dedicated remote teachers or will classroom teachers be doing in-person and remote? 
(Updated: 7/31/2020)  
Teachers will likely have both in-person and remote students in the same class. We are still gathering data on 
preferences to help determine the best next steps. Our current Return to School Plan does not have a 
dedicated eLearning staff and does not assign students to a third-party vendor for remote learning. 
 
41. What does synchronous learning mean? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Synchronous learning means real-time learning that is happening for a group of students at the same time. At 
Gower, this will happen, but may look different from classroom to classroom and teacher to teacher. Updates 
will be shared through weekly District and Principal eBlasts. 
 
42. Will synchronous learning be identical to in person learning? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
eLearning and in-person learning are not identical. Our goal is to ensure that the ‘e’ in eLearning is focused on 
‘engagement’. Thus, synchronous learning will be as close to in-person learning as possible. While your student 
will have access to hear the same information and, in many cases, see the presentation by the teacher, there may 
be some parts of an in-person lesson that cannot be replicated virtually.  
 
43. Will students “check-in” with teachers during the day? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Yes. At a minimum, there will be specific times to check-in throughout the day. We will emphasize face-to-face 
learning and engagement/conferencing opportunities as often as possible. We want students to be connected 
and a part of the classroom environment.  
 
44. Will e-learning be different from last year? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Our Transition Committee is looking at different strategies and ways to upgrade synchronous and 
asynchronous instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. We are providing additional training for teachers 
during our Institute Days and working on updating our Zoom account to Zoom for Education so it is safe for 
students. We are also investigating a variety of ways to execute synchronous learning so that sound and video 
quality are optimal as well as the possibility of recording or streaming lessons.  
 
45. Will recorded instruction (asynchronous learning) be available for remote learners? (Updated: 
7/31/2020) 
The goal is for students to be able to participate in the classroom remotely through Zoom at the times in which 
the Zoom session is held. Students may also access instruction remotely through watching pre-planned or live 
teacher videos, interacting with the teacher and a group of students online, or participating in other synchronous 
and asynchronous activities. Recordings for ‘learning later’ is not our goal for our synchronous learning and 
eLearning efforts. Ongoing communication with classroom teachers and the parents of our eLearners is critical. 
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46. Will grading and feedback on assignments and assessments be similar to in-person grading? 
(Updated: 7/31/2020) 
Grading and feedback will be different from what it was in the spring. The District played a role in the Advisory 
Group that helped develop the Fall 2020 Learning Recommendations from ISBE which, in part, addressed 
grading and feedback. Our students will receive grades in both the remote and in-person settings.  Specific 
feedback and classroom assessments will be provided. Depending on the needs of the students, assignments 
may look different, however the grade level standards will be addressed in both settings. 
 
47. Will synchronous learning allow for students to actively participate? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The Transition Committee is working on assessing different ways for synchronous classroom experiences to 
happen. As more details take shape, they will be shared with families through District and School weekly 
communications. Again, ongoing communication with classroom teachers and the parents of our eLearners is 
critical. Our goal is to ensure that the ‘e’ in eLearning is focused on ‘engagement’. 
 
48. If a student will be learning via remote learning, how will they get the necessary materials? (Updated: 
7/31/2020) 
During orientation we will provide the families who prefer remote learning their Chromebook (if needed) and 
other learning materials at that time. Families who have Chromebooks at home who prefer remote learning, will 
be contacted for a time to pick-up any necessary materials from school.  
 
49. For students who are eLearners and receive additional services (OT, PT, etc..), how will the services be 
delivered? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The services will remain. For in person students, teachers can use face shields for speech therapy (per state 
guidelines). There may be 1-to-1 and very small group therapy.  If parents opted for remote learning, students will 
receive related services through teletherapy, synchronous instruction, and asynchronous activities. 
 
50. If parents pick remote learning on the survey, does that mean the child will be doing remote learning 
for the start of the year? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
If a parent selects remote learning, we expect that the child will be at home learning at the start of the year. If 
parents decide they would rather have their child in-person, they are able to modify their choice at any time until 
August 7. If a parent decides to modify their choice during the school year, the principal, teacher and parent 
together will determine the appropriate time for that change.  
 
 
51. What type of access will the eLearners have to view the class and/or teacher? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
It will vary depending on the lesson and/or activity. It could be audio, and/or video (e.g. classroom view, teacher 
view, or teacher screen view) and any combination of the above.  
 
52. Will eLearners have access to view the class/teacher through a zoom call or some other virtual 
assistance? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
This will vary from classroom to classroom, and teacher to teacher. Students may see the teacher, or they may see 
the teacher’s screen/board. It depends on the lesson and/or the activity, as well as the grade level the student is in. 
The Transition Committee is actively working on exploring ideas and options. 
 
TRANSPORTATION  
53. What’s the normal capacity for Gower buses? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The normal capacity for Gower buses is 77 passengers.  
 
54. How many students can now be on a bus? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
48 students + 1 staff member + 1 driver. Our ridership will be limited. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
55. How can I get more information as the school year approaches? (Updated: 7/31/2020) 
The District Community Update (Thursdays) and both school newsletters (Fridays) are sending weekly 
communications via email to all families. These will be the best source of the most up-to-date information coming 
from the District. They will also be hosting a series of Lunch & Learn sessions through mid August. The district’s 
Return to School website is a helpful resource for our families. 
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