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August 6, 2020: Return to School - Update 
 

Today marks the two week period before our students and families set their alarms to wake up for the First Day of 
School. We have done everything we can to ensure that our Return to School Plan meets the needs of our entire 
school community. Our families have the ability to exercise options. Our staff have been involved in the design of 
the plan from the start. Our local teachers’ union has thoroughly reviewed the plan, helped build it, and continue to 
share their support for our approach to reopening. And perhaps most importantly of all, our students, both 
in-person and eLearners, will be met with the same same goal in mind - making sure that what we do in and around 
our classrooms helps bring our school motto to life: Children at their Best!  
 

Over the next 14 days it is important to do everything that YOU can to ensure a Smart Start to the school year. 
Practice the 3W’s - Wash your hands. Wear your mask. Watch your distance. Take another look at our Return 
to School webpage and the CDC Parent Checklist. Follow the Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines. And 
above all, continue to make good decisions that help keep you, your family, and the rest of our community safe.  

 
Updates: 

● We expect student schedules and bus information to be mailed home next week 
○ The COVID-19 Symptom Free Self-Certification/Student Entry Card will be required to 

enter school/use our bus service (DAY 1 Self-Certification Card will be included in mailing)  
● Please use the next two weeks to prepare for the Return to School. Practice the 3W’s (Wash. Wear. Watch.) 
● Our local teachers’ union has thoroughly reviewed, helped build, and remains in strong support of the plan 
● Final call to complete our Return to School Parent Preference Survey that will remain open through the 

weekend. If your preference has changed, simply fill out a new survey.  
○ To date, parents indicate a 74% preference for in-person learning (90% parent completion rate) 
○ Gower West now has a 93% completion rate (492/528 expected) with 71% indicating in-person 
○ Gower Middle now has an 86% completion rate (319/371 expected) with 78% indicating in-person 

● The ISBE Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document was updated on August 6th and continues to be 
helpful to understand the ‘how’ and ‘why’ behind our local Return to School and Reopening Plan 

● The Gower School District Parent FAQ can be found on our Return to School webpage 
● Our Smart Start calendar allows us to extend the default ED‘e’ (half-days) if needed 

○ Readiness Metrics will be used to determine when a transition to full-day with lunch is appropriate   
○ A final decision to transition to a full day schedule or not will be made by Sept. 3rd 

● Visit our Return to School webpage for reference materials and upcoming virtual Lunch & Learn login info. 
○ A Parent Checklist from the CDC has been added to help plan for the return to in-person learning 

● Public health conditions and public health guidance may change and could cause a change to our plan 
 

We know this school year will be different and there will be important lessons learned along the way. I believe that 
some of what we learn and what we do in and around PK-12 schools will stick around in a post-COVID public 
school era for years to come. I also believe - and have seen first-hand in Gower - that “community challenges are 
met with community solutions”. We have a plan and we are ready to put it into motion and adjust as needed. We 
ask that you remain especially vigilant over these next two weeks to help us ensure a Smart Start. Stay safe. Stay 
informed. Stay connected. And, to take a page from our Capturing Kids’ Hearts model, Be What You Want To See.  
 

With the Gower Greeting,  

 
Victor Simon III 
vsimon@gower62.com  
Superintendent of Schools 

Children at their Best! 

http://www.gower62.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNQvBTDZJ0z11QPu8A4uUiND5hqneQZ_/view
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-Person-Classes.pdf
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Self-Certification-Student-Entry-Card-Gower-Example.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH7Y9OL_TwfimxYOUH_goIu8zRu3ZeAyttyHcPLg8QpXAa7w/viewform
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-Part-3-Transition-Guidance.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNQvBTDZJ0z11QPu8A4uUiND5hqneQZ_/view?usp=sharing
http://gower62.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Return-to-School-District-FAQ.pdf
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/calendar/
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/calendar/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRR1PtW3KmQsd79-xpsHXV9TkaMVWhubYeURHTCzMutoklmQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
http://gower62.com/district/parent-information/return-to-school-fall-2020/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-Person-Classes.pdf
mailto:vsimon@gower62.com

