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COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease 2019) Update - March 10, 2020 

 

As a follow-up to our district message last week, this update is being provided to maintain ongoing communication 

with our school community and to answer some of the common questions we are receiving at our schools. It is also 

important to note that this situation is evolving and that we remain strongly committed to the health and safety of 

our community. We have open communication with the DuPage Department of Public Health for ongoing 

recommendations and are paying close attention to any additional updates as they are made available. We will 

continue to provide updates to our school community should our current situation change.  

 

COVID-19 is beginning to impact schools in the Chicagoland area in different ways.  The following represent some of 

the most recent developments and some of the common questions parents have asked in terms of our response, 

and/or state of preparedness, in Gower School District. 

 

They recently closed a school in Chicago and another in Wilmette because of COVID-19! What is 

Gower doing about this? 

 

In cases in which a staff member or student has been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, 

or has tested positive themselves, schools have decided to close for a short period to carry out additional cleaning 

(Vaughn Occupational High School in Chicago and Loyola Academy in Wilmette are recent examples). It is our 

understanding that in each of these cases, school officials are working with individuals to self-quarantine if 

recommended.  The decision to close for this reason is a local one and currently, Gower School District is prepared 

for eLearning should the need arise. In fact, Gower has been a leader in the eLearning space and has recently worked 

with dozens of school districts as such remote learning plans are now being developed across the state. For the latest 

information from the DuPage Department of Public Health, the following link is an excellent resource for schools, 

businesses, and families: https://www.dupagehealth.org/590/Coronavirus-Disease-2019-COVID-19-Inform. And 

for more information about our eLearning program, the following link can be used 

http://gower62.com/district/curriculum/e-learning-days/ 

 

There are currently no known cases in which a student, staff, or visitor has tested positive for COVID-19 or has had 

sustained contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in Gower School District. Can that happen? 

Of course, but this has not occurred at this time and we are taking every step that we can to help prevent this issue 

from impacting us locally. Out of an over-abundance of caution, and in addition to our regular cleaning schedule, we 

enacted a special attention/high-touch surface cleaning schedule early last week. We are investing these additional 

hours to allow our custodial crew to disinfect high-touch surfaces - including desktops, arm rests, handles and the 

seats on our buses - throughout the school day and after school hours. This schedule includes extended weekend 

hours for additional cleaning and will continue as a proactive and preventative measure as long as COVID-19 is 

recognized as a public health issue.  

 

We are taking these precautionary steps to try to prevent a school closure should we learn that someone from our 

school community has had close contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 (e.g. Wilmette), or has 

tested positive themselves (e.g. Chicago Public Schools). By employing a targeted and supplemental cleaning 

schedule throughout the COVID-19 situation, we can reduce the risk of common surfaces in our schools being a 

place in which any virus can easily spread. We are prepared to respond to such a scenario and will work in 

coordination with the DuPage Department of Public Health for any closure recommendations.  

 

Children at their Best! 

http://www.gower62.com/
https://www.dupagehealth.org/590/Coronavirus-Disease-2019-COVID-19-Inform
http://gower62.com/district/curriculum/e-learning-days/
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What about the Travel Health Alert Notices from the CDC? Will this impact Spring Break? 

 

In cases involving recent staff or student travel to high-risk areas around the world more severely impacted by 

COVID-19, schools have remained opened and have worked with individuals to self-quarantine according to 

guidance for the Illinois Department of Public Health and the National Center for Disease Control (Orland Park 

School District 135 is a recent example). We would expect to do the same should this scenario arise in Gower. Any 

students, staff or family members who plan to travel for work or recreation are strongly encouraged to follow the 

guidelines issued by local, state and federal health organizations and government agencies. Here is a link for the 

most recent Information for Travel related to COVID-19.  

 

District officials understand that Spring Break offers an opportunity for family travel and ask that you complete this 

Voluntary Travel Form if you are traveling over Spring Break. Our district will use the data from this form to 

help inform our ongoing planning, preparation, and response in partnership with Health Department officials. We 

are taking this step as an extra precaution and to enhance the reporting and monitoring systems we currently have 

in place. Again, the Travel Form is voluntary and we appreciate your consideration in completing it.  You will also 

find a link to the Travel Form on our district website under the Parent Info tab > Health/Medical for your 

convenience and/or to share with other members of your household that may have travel plans of their own.  You 

are certainly welcome to share this information with us directly if you prefer to contact our school office staff via 

email or phone. 

 

Currently, health agencies are recommending to avoid non-essential travel to China, Iran, Italy and South Korea and 

to stay home for 14 days after they return from any of these ‘Warning - Level 3 Travel Areas’. In addition, travelers to 

these areas should carry out the following while at home: 

 

● Take your temperature with a thermometer two times a day and monitor for fever. 

● Watch for a cough or trouble breathing. 

● Stay home and avoid contact with others. Do not go to school or work for the entire 14-day period, and 

discuss your situation with your school or employer before returning.  

● Do not take public transportation, taxis or ride-shares during the 14 days. 

● Avoid crowded places (e.g., shopping centers, movie theaters, etc.) and limit your activities in public. 

● Keep a distance of at least six feet from others. 

● Contact a medical provider and/or seek medical attention should symptoms arise or worsen. 

 

Again, here is a link for the most recent Information for Travel related to COVID-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children at their Best! 
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What’s Next? 

 

While there is currently no vaccine to help prevent COVID-19, there are steps people can take to protect themselves 

against this or any other respiratory virus. Any help you can provide in reinforcing these steps with your students 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

● Frequent hand washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, an 

alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol can be used instead. 

● Not touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

● Avoiding close contact with people who are sick. 

● Staying home when you are sick. 

● Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throwing the tissue in the trash. 

● Cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

 

If you or anyone in your family experiences fever, cough or difficulty breathing, consult your healthcare professional. 

Report all student illnesses to your school and be specific about symptoms. Students and staff should stay home 

until they are fever-free for 24 hours without the use of medication.  

To contact the IDPH, call 1-800-889-3931 or email DPH.SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV. This hotline is available 24/7. Find 

FAQs from the CDC at this link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html. 

For educational and outreach materials from the DuPage Department of Public Health, the following link can be 

used: https://www.dupagehealth.org/596/COVID-19-Education-and-Outreach-Material  

 

Additionally, school districts are receiving updates and information on the spread of coronavirus from the Illinois 

State Board of Education. You can access the latest information related to COVID-19 on ISBE’s website by clicking 

here.  
 

In the meantime, please consider filling out our Voluntary Travel Form as a way to help us enhance our current 

monitoring and reporting systems. 

 

Thank you and stay well, 

 

Victor Simon 

Superintendent of Schools 
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