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TO:  The Honorable Frank Trilla, Mayor of Willowbrook, IL    
FROM:  Victor Simon III, Superintendent of Schools 
RE:  Proposed Consent Order - Sterigenics 
DATE:  July 22, 2019 

   
- - - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence - - - 

 

Mayor Trilla, it has been nearly a year since the ATSDR report was made available to our community.  On behalf of 
Gower School District, I thank you for making that document available for immediate public review as it allowed 
this important information to be shared quickly through our school communication efforts. Before that time, 
discussions about Sterigenics or ethylene oxide were not common in the Gower School Community. That has 
certainly changed.   
 

I have been directly involved in this matter since publishing our initial post on Aug. 26, 2018 and, along with many 
others, played a role in bringing the appropriate attention to this serious issue and raising our voice and our concern 
in formal and informal spaces to help collectively nudge us closer to a resolution. As stated in our earlier 
communications, and as memorialized in the official correspondence memos issued to our Board of Education on 
Sept 25, 2018 and again on Nov 20, 2018, “Gower School District officials will remain engaged in this situation 
until satisfied with the efforts made and the actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe learning 
environment in our community.” That commitment remains today.  
 

It was also stated, more than two months prior to the Seal Order issued by the IL EPA in Feb. 2019, that “It has 
become clear to Gower 62 District Officials that a ‘do no further harm’ approach is now required.”  I have read the 
proposed Consent Order and, despite being a step in the right direction in terms of calling for a significant 
reduction in ethylene oxide emissions and adding the most stringent controls in the nation, I do not believe it meets 
the standard of ‘do no further harm’ that our community has come to expect.  
 

I understand that potential loopholes and ongoing litigation may complicate the Seal Order decision and other 
options available for a long-term solution including the proposed Consent Order. However, from my vantage point, 
it appears that the most recent efforts to move this issue closer to a resolution has become more about finding a 
way to fit a square peg into a round hole rather than making the best decision for a community left with little to no 
trust or confidence when it comes to the establishment of new requirements expected to fall within ‘safe levels’ of 
ethylene oxide emissions and associated cancer risks.  In fact, I am not certain as to whether the proposed Consent 
Order can meet the same standards of safety, performance, accountability, immediacy, and transparency that Gower 
and other area schools are held to - and when it comes to protecting our most basic resources; especially in a 
community environment built like ours - any level of doubt is unacceptable.   
 

Perhaps the question that needs to be asked, at the highest level of the decision making tree - be that in a courtroom 
or elsewhere - is whether or not the negative impact that this issue has had and continues to have on our 
community is enough to decide if operations such as these belong here at all.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
Victor Simon III   
 
Enc:  Correspondence to the Gower Board of Education, Sept. 25, 2018 

Correspondence to the Gower Board of Education, Nov. 25, 2018 
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TO:  Board of Education, Gower School District 62; All Certified and Non-Certified Staff   
FROM:  Dr. V. Simon, Superintendent of Schools 
RE:  Sterigenics-District Response and Current Position 
DATE:  Sept 25, 2018 

   
Background:  The Gower 62 website can be found at www.gower62.com and is used as a valuable source of 
information related to our school community.  In addition to this form of communication, Gower utilizes 
mass-email and robo-call lists for contacts listed in our student information system.  Part of the registration process 
each year is for parents and legal guardians to opt in to our direct email outreach and communication efforts.  More 
information regarding our communication strategy, can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook (pp. 9-10). 
 

- - - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence - - - 
 

I have had the pleasure to serve as the Superintendent of Schools for Gower School District 62 since 2013. 
Throughout my tenure, I have included the strength of our parent and community engagement among the reasons 
for our continued success.  Today is no different.  As educators, we are charged with the world’s most precious and 
valuable resource - our children.  Given that massive responsibility, it is comforting to know that when we post or 
send a message to parents, it is not only read but is typically acted on.  I can tell you that we do not take this level of 
parent engagement for granted.  In fact, it is precisely the reason why we took immediate action, beginning at 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday, August 26th, to post a Community Notice on our district website related to the Sterigenics issue.  It 
is clear that our series of updates helped, even if in some small part, to bring more attention to this issue. But our 
action did not stop there. By attending the August 27th Village of Willowbrook meeting and offering public 
comment for their official record, I believe the following was accomplished on behalf of the school district: 
 

1) We demonstrated an active level of concern and a commitment to be directly involved in this issue. 
2) We delivered a clear message to Village officials that their commitment to providing clear and ongoing 

communication was appreciated and was the expectation moving forward to keep our community informed.  
3) We formally requested that area school campuses be included in any future/ongoing testing related to this 

issue as recommended in the ATSDR report.   
a) This request was reiterated in the Sept. 10th letter sent by High School District 86 to the ATSDR and 

IL-EPA calling for expedited testing. 
b) This request was approved for action during the Sept 24th Village Board meeting for our schools to 

be included in the local Task Force response/testing in addition to the recommended EPA testing. 
 

We have maintained regular attendance at Village meetings to ensure direct participation and direct access to 
information being shared in an effort to keep our school community informed.  We have also served as a resource 
to a number of our neighboring districts and helped make them more aware of this issue.  Gower may be a 
relatively small school district, but I can assure you that our voice has been represented and acknowledged since this 
issue emerged - much like that of the rest of our school community.  We have taken action and thousands of others 
in and around our community have as well.  As stated in the updated Community Notice posted on Aug. 31st, 
Gower School District officials will remain engaged in this situation until satisfied with the efforts made and the 
actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe learning environment in our community.  
 

With respect and appreciation, 

 
Victor Simon III 
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TO:  Board of Education, Gower School District 62; All Certified and Non-Certified Staff   
FROM:  Dr. Victor Simon, Superintendent of Schools, vsimon@gower62.com  
RE:  Sterigenics-Ethylene Oxide Issue - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence 
DATE:  Nov. 20, 2018 

   
Background:  The Gower 62 website can be found at www.gower62.com and is used as a valuable source of 
information related to our school community.  In addition to this form of communication, Gower utilizes 
mass-email and robo-call lists for contacts in our student information system.  The annual registration process 
allows parents and legal guardians to opt in to our direct email outreach and communication efforts.  More 
information regarding our communication strategy, can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook (pp. 9-10). 
 

As reported during the Sept. 25, 2018 Board meeting, Gower School District administrators have been directly 
engaged in the Sterigenics/ethylene oxide issue since it was made public. Beginning with the Community Notice 
posted on our website on Sunday, August 26, 2018, Gower officials have provided updates to increase awareness 
and have served as a source of information and guidance to our colleagues in Burr Ridge, Cass, Darien, Hinsdale, 
LaGrange, Oak Brook, Pleasantdale, Westmont, Western Springs, and a number of other area school districts. Our 
level of engagement has not been limited to providing updates. Gower officials have strongly advocated for testing 
and monitoring that meet the same standards of safety, transparency, accountability, and urgency that public schools 
are held to. Gower officials have also participated in weekly conference calls since they were put into place by the 
E.P.A. on Oct. 18, 2018 to connect E.P.A., state and local officials across the area as well as representatives of the 
social media and community-based Stop Sterigenics group to determine a course of action for moving forward.   
 

Our voice on these calls has not been idle, nor has it grown quiet as this issue has lingered. From providing direct 
input to plans for an upcoming E.P.A./Community Meeting to ensuring that both of our school campuses were 
included in Willowbrook Task Force testing and E.P.A. monitoring, we have pushed hard for the interests of our 
community. In my role as Superintendent of Schools, I have a strong preference for ‘well done’ over ‘well said’. And 
to that point, I am pleased to report that due to our efforts, both of our school campuses were included in the 
Willowbrook Task Force testing conducted on Nov. 16-17 which is expected to provide some clarity in the coming 
weeks. More information regarding this testing can be found on the Willowbrook website at www.willowbrookil.org 
or by using this direct link. In addition, both of our school campuses are included in the E.P.A. outdoor air 
monitoring which is underway.  More information regarding this monitoring will be shared on the Sterigenics 
Willowbrook Facility page on the E.P.A. website (www.epa.gov/il) as it is made available. The E.P.A. has also 
established a direct email (EtO@epa.gov) for anyone interested in submitting questions or concerns and plans to 
host a Community Open House (3-6 pm) and Forum (7-9 pm) on Nov. 29th at Ashton Place in Willowbrook. More 
information regarding this Open House/Forum can also be found at the E.P.A. website or by using this direct link.   
 

As stated in the September 25th update, as educators, we are charged with the world’s most precious and valuable 
resources - our children.  We do not take that responsibility lightly and will remain engaged in this situation until 
satisfied with a resolution that ensures a safe learning environment in our schools. Updates will continue to be 
provided as information becomes available and I encourage you to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
  

With continued attention and concern, 

 
Victor Simon III 
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