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TO:  Board of Education, Gower School District 62; All Certified and Non-Certified Staff   
FROM:  Dr. Victor Simon, Superintendent of Schools, vsimon@gower62.com  
RE:  Sterigenics-Ethylene Oxide Issue - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence 
DATE:  Nov. 20, 2018 

   
Background:  The Gower 62 website can be found at www.gower62.com and is used as a valuable source of 
information related to our school community.  In addition to this form of communication, Gower utilizes 
mass-email and robo-call lists for contacts in our student information system.  The annual registration process 
allows parents and legal guardians to opt in to our direct email outreach and communication efforts.  More 
information regarding our communication strategy, can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook (pp. 9-10). 
 

As reported during the Sept. 25, 2018 Board meeting, Gower School District administrators have been directly 
engaged in the Sterigenics/ethylene oxide issue since it was made public. Beginning with the Community Notice 
posted on our website on Sunday, August 26, 2018, Gower officials have provided updates to increase awareness 
and have served as a source of information and guidance to our colleagues in Burr Ridge, Cass, Darien, Hinsdale, 
LaGrange, Oak Brook, Pleasantdale, Westmont, Western Springs, and a number of other area school districts. Our 
level of engagement has not been limited to providing updates. Gower officials have strongly advocated for testing 
and monitoring that meet the same standards of safety, transparency, accountability, and urgency that public schools 
are held to. Gower officials have also participated in weekly conference calls since they were put into place by the 
E.P.A. on Oct. 18, 2018 to connect E.P.A., state and local officials across the area as well as representatives of the 
social media and community-based Stop Sterigenics group to determine a course of action for moving forward.   
 

Our voice on these calls has not been idle, nor has it grown quiet as this issue has lingered. From providing direct 
input to plans for an upcoming E.P.A./Community Meeting to ensuring that both of our school campuses were 
included in Willowbrook Task Force testing and E.P.A. monitoring, we have pushed hard for the interests of our 
community. In my role as Superintendent of Schools, I have a strong preference for ‘well done’ over ‘well said’. And 
to that point, I am pleased to report that due to our efforts, both of our school campuses were included in the 
Willowbrook Task Force testing conducted on Nov. 16-17 which is expected to provide some clarity in the coming 
weeks. More information regarding this testing can be found on the Willowbrook website at www.willowbrookil.org 
or by using this direct link. In addition, both of our school campuses are included in the E.P.A. outdoor air 
monitoring which is underway.  More information regarding this monitoring will be shared on the Sterigenics 
Willowbrook Facility page on the E.P.A. website (www.epa.gov/il) as it is made available. The E.P.A. has also 
established a direct email (EtO@epa.gov) for anyone interested in submitting questions or concerns and plans to 
host a Community Open House (3-6 pm) and Forum (7-9 pm) on Nov. 29th at Ashton Place in Willowbrook. More 
information regarding this Open House/Forum can also be found at the E.P.A. website or by using this direct link.   
 

As stated in the September 25th update, as educators, we are charged with the world’s most precious and valuable 
resources - our children.  We do not take that responsibility lightly and will remain engaged in this situation until 
satisfied with a resolution that ensures a safe learning environment in our schools. Updates will continue to be 
provided as information becomes available and I encourage you to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
  

With continued attention and concern, 

 
Victor Simon III 
 

Enc:  Weblink to Sept. 25, 2018 Correspondence and Update (http://gower62.com/district/)  
Direct Links to Village Websites w/ Related Information Include: Burr Ridge, Darien, Hinsdale, Indian Head Park, Willowbrook   

Children at their Best! 
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