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TO:  Board of Education, Gower School District 62; All Certified and Non-Certified Staff   
FROM:  Dr. V. Simon, Superintendent of Schools 
RE:  Sterigenics-District Response and Current Position 
DATE:  Sept 25, 2018 

   
Background:  The Gower 62 website can be found at www.gower62.com and is used as a valuable source of 
information related to our school community.  In addition to this form of communication, Gower utilizes 
mass-email and robo-call lists for contacts listed in our student information system.  Part of the registration process 
each year is for parents and legal guardians to opt in to our direct email outreach and communication efforts.  More 
information regarding our communication strategy, can be found in the Parent/Student Handbook (pp. 9-10). 
 

- - - For Public Notice and Board Correspondence - - - 
 

I have had the pleasure to serve as the Superintendent of Schools for Gower School District 62 since 2013. 
Throughout my tenure, I have included the strength of our parent and community engagement among the reasons 
for our continued success.  Today is no different.  As educators, we are charged with the world’s most precious and 
valuable resource - our children.  Given that massive responsibility, it is comforting to know that when we post or 
send a message to parents, it is not only read but is typically acted on.  I can tell you that we do not take this level of 
parent engagement for granted.  In fact, it is precisely the reason why we took immediate action, beginning at 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday, August 26th, to post a Community Notice on our district website related to the Sterigenics issue.  It 
is clear that our series of updates helped, even if in some small part, to bring more attention to this issue. But our 
action did not stop there. By attending the August 27th Village of Willowbrook meeting and offering public 
comment for their official record, I believe the following was accomplished on behalf of the school district: 
 

1) We demonstrated an active level of concern and a commitment to be directly involved in this issue. 
2) We delivered a clear message to Village officials that their commitment to providing clear and ongoing 

communication was appreciated and was the expectation moving forward to keep our community informed.  
3) We formally requested that area school campuses be included in any future/ongoing testing related to this 

issue as recommended in the ATSDR report.   
a) This request was reiterated in the Sept. 10th letter sent by High School District 86 to the ATSDR and 

IL-EPA calling for expedited testing. 
b) This request was approved for action during the Sept 24th Village Board meeting for our schools to 

be included in the local Task Force response/testing in addition to the recommended EPA testing. 
 

We have maintained regular attendance at Village meetings to ensure direct participation and direct access to 
information being shared in an effort to keep our school community informed.  We have also served as a resource 
to a number of our neighboring districts and helped make them more aware of this issue.  Gower may be a 
relatively small school district, but I can assure you that our voice has been represented and acknowledged since this 
issue emerged - much like that of the rest of our school community.  We have taken action and thousands of others 
in and around our community have as well.  As stated in the updated Community Notice posted on Aug. 31st, 
Gower School District officials will remain engaged in this situation until satisfied with the efforts made and the 
actions taken to bring about a resolution that ensures a safe learning environment in our community.  
 

With respect and appreciation, 

 
Victor Simon III 

Children at their Best! 
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