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Eighth Grade Band: 
 
Eighth grade band students will participate as leaders in the Concert Band. Concert 
Band students will have a variety of performance opportunities throughout the school 
year. Performances include high school marching band showcase, parades, festivals, 
nursing home trips, school events, concerts, and solo and ensemble festival. Eighth 
grade Concert Band members will also have the opportunity to participate in Jazz Band 
and/or Flag Line, with additional performance opportunities throughout the year. Eighth 
grade percussion and mallet students will have the opportunity to participate in 
Drumline and Percussion Ensemble. Supplemental field trip opportunities are also 
offered to 8th grade band students (Chicago Symphony, Blue Man Group, etc.). Band 
curriculum includes concert material and the continuation/conclusion of the Essential 
Technique book. Supplemental materials will be available as necessary.  

Eighth Grade Foreign Language:  

Spanish III is a continuation of seventh grade Spanish and is a teacher driven course. 
Realidades Level 2 is the textbook used. Listening and speaking skills are stressed. 
Reading and writing exercises are introduced with supplementary materials. Students 
learn to use the language actively through extensive oral work. Technology is an 
additional tool used to enhance classroom instruction. The customs and cultures of 
Spanish speaking countries remain a central element in Spanish III.  

Three consecutive years of Spanish classes (Spanish I, II, and III) are offered to 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade students. Students must take these courses in order, but may begin 
to take them in 6th, 7th, OR 8th grade.  
 
High school Spanish placement: Hinsdale South and Central High Schools will place 
students in the appropriate level of Spanish based on a writing sample (and possibly a 
multiple choice skills test). They will recommend that students who took Spanish in 6th 
and/or 7th grade, but are not enrolled in any Spanish class during 8th grade would 
choose a language other than Spanish as freshmen. They currently offer French, 
German, and Latin as alternatives. 
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German, French, Mandarin Chinese 
Students can also choose to take German, French, or Mandarin Chinese (full 
year, online course through partnership with Middlebury Interactive Languages).  
 
● Online~Students have a foreign language class period scheduled every day 
with a Gower staff member who is expected to serve as a facilitator as the 
student progresses at their own pace through the program. This course entails 
listening, speaking, writing, working with a Middlebury online instructor and 
access to an interactive community board. This course will be taken as an 
independent study and is student driven. The grade received in this online course 
will not be reported on the student’s quarterly report card. Parents will have 
access to the Middlebury website in order to check their child’s progress and 
grade in this course.   
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Course Offerings - Eighth Grade Encore 
 
Please rank your top six choices (1=most wanted to 6=least wanted). All students need 
to rank 6 classes. Any of the 6 you rank could be a class you are placed into for 
next year. Do not rank a class you are not willing to take. Schedule changes will not 
be made to any student's encore choices.  

___Digital Photography Students are invited to explore their artistic talents with the 
use of digital cameras. This is a course for students with no prior experience in 
photography as well as for students who love this visual art and have used advanced 
editing programs. Students without prior experience in photography will learn the basics 
of the camera and then will learn how to frame subjects in order to start practicing the 
art of photography. We will also explore simple editing techniques throughout the 
quarter. Students that are already familiar with photography and the digital camera will 
have the opportunity to practice their art in order to continue to express themselves in 
this visual medium.  

___Studio Art This course is designed for those students who are serious about their 
future in art. This is a course where students can explore different materials and focus 
on creating their own art. Drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, and collage 
projects offer students exposure to all kinds of art. Projects are intentionally 
designed to develop creative thinking, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 
Students are given the freedom to experiment with new materials or enhance the skills 
they already have. This is the class to figure out what kind of artist you want to be and 
how to pursue this further.. Students will also learn how to discuss and critique art work.  

___Ceramics This course is designed to teach students basic techniques and how to 
use those techniques to create a beautiful piece of pottery. Students will learn the 
stages of clay, how to store clay, knead clay, roll slabs, roll coils, score and slip, fire 
clay, and glaze clay. This course works exclusively with clay and is open for those with 
no experience as well as those with experience. 

___Music Exploration The eighth-grade music exploration course continues the 
development of music literacy skills (music reading and writing) through various 
hands-on experiences and collaborative projects. The course also helps to develop 
students' critical thinking skills and creativity. Topics include further immersion into world 
drumming (African and Latin percussion), the art of the cover song, musical styles, 
music in the media, keyboards, ukuleles and music of Broadway. Students will use a 
variety of web-based music technology programs as well as a variety of instruments in 
the classroom.  
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___Guitar In this course, students will be building onto their guitar skills from seventh 
grade. Students will work towards expanding their chord library, learning barre and 
power chords, playing different styles of rhythmic and melodic accompaniment, reading 
both traditional and tabbed notation, and learning popular songs, of both the teacher's 
and student’s choice. Students will also have the opportunity to create their own song 
and chord structure, and record their song using web-based music technology 
programs.  

___Music Composition with Technology In this course, students will be learning 
more advanced composition tools available online. Students will create a variety of 
musical compositions with set guidelines using pre-loaded loops, create mixes of their 
favorite songs using their own musical library, and compose unique melodies and 
harmonies using the MIDI keyboards. Students will also have the opportunity to come 
up with their own project. Students will share completed projects online for others in the 
class to give feedback.  

___Foods and Nutrition In this course, students will learn food preparation 
techniques as they explore food groups and prepare a variety of food products. The 
science of everyday foods will be discovered by completing several food experiments. 
The importance of nutrients in foods will be examined and students will develop a 
greater understanding and appreciation between food and a healthy body. Career 
exploration is also part of the course. Activities in this program are designed for 
students to demonstrate skills in teamwork, leadership and time management. 
  

 
___Food for Life In this advanced cooking class students will explore how to combine 
foods to make nutritious, interesting and colorful meals. Menu planning will be stressed, 
including time management and the use of convenience foods. The use of technology 
will be integrated to demonstrate knowledge of proper measuring techniques and using  
eggs in recipes such as soufflés or crème brulee. A themed meal reflecting creativity, 
teamwork, and time management will be the culminating project.  
 
 
___STEM (Science Technology Engineering Mathematics) This class offers eighth 
grade students a unique learning experience where you can study in depth, concepts 
that are of interest to you. This class allows you to explore your interests at your own 
pace and in your own area of interest. If engineering is your interest, you can design 
and build your own projects. Advanced 3D printing, advanced robotics and drone design 
highlight some of the opportunities that await you in this class.  
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___Teen Leadership (semester long class) Teen leadership is a class that is taught 
over 2 quarters. It teaches leadership values that impact every area of life. The class 
helps students make a difference in their lives and in the lives of others around them. 
Students will participate in group discussions and give short speeches centered on a 
variety of topics to enhance their understanding of their role in society.  
 
Study Hall:  

Year-long study hall period supervised by a Gower staff member. Study hall may be 
selected as an elective period in cases where a student has chosen not to enroll in 
Band, Foreign Language, or the quarterly cycled classes previously described. 
Students and parents are encouraged to consider selecting an academic course in 
place of study hall to increase a student's exposure to a variety of content areas prior to 
middle school graduation.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eighth Grade Course Selection Form 
 

 
Student Name: ________________________________ 
 
Please mark the two courses you would like on your schedule for the upcoming school 
year.  
 
 
❏  Eighth Grade Concert Band  
 
❏  Eighth Grade Foreign Language (check the one language you will take)  

❏ Spanish I  
❏ Spanish II 
❏ Spanish III 
 
❏ French (Middlebury, independent study)  
❏ German (Middlebury, independent study)  
❏ Mandarin (Middlebury, independent study)  
 

Current Spanish Class: 
❏ Not Currently taking Spanish 
❏ Spanish I 
❏ Spanish II 

 
 
❏  Eighth Grade Encore Classes  
**You must have ranked your choices on page 3-5; please turn in these 
pages with this sheet.  
 
❏. Study Hall  
 
 
Parent Signature: _______________________ 
 
Student Signature: _____________________________ 

 

***Please return to the main office by Wednesday, February 5th.  


